Proposal by the Swedish Go Association to Organise the 2007 (or 2006)  EGF congress in Sweden.

The Swedish Go Association offers to organise the 2007 congress in Sweden. If the site for the 2006 congress is reconsidered, we would as an alternative be prepared for that year. We think it would be ideal for the EGF to decide on congress site four years in advance, so we can easily accept postponing the decision for 2007 till next year’s AGM, but if the 2007 congress is to be decided this year we would like our offer to be considered. Since five years ahead is too long to make final agreements on details, we propose as first hand alternative a countryside site in Vingåker, 120 km south-west of Stockholm, and as second hand alternative central Stockholm. All prices in the following are indicative and based on tenders for 2002 or 2003.

Main option: Kjesäter. 

We propose to hold the congress at Kjesäter palace ( http://www.kjesater.fhsk.se/ ). This manor or palace was built in 1870, originally as the private estate of a nobleman. During World War II the lodgings were used for accommodation of Jewish refugees. Since 1964 the palace and the surrounding buildings are used as a boarding school belonging to the Swedish scouting movement.

The school buildings and the surrounding park offer a pleasant environment for the congress, both indoors and outdoors. The main building or palace has rooms for at least 250 people playing, plus a café and plenty of smaller common rooms for social activities, games analysis and similar. The annexes, stables and sports hall provide rooms for at least 200 more people playing. The park, as well as many little yards and terraces are ideal for outdoor social activities and play. The park also includes one soccer field and a tennis court. A mixed forest that extends some 5 km immediately behind the estate is suitable for recreational walks, cycling etc. The playing rooms as well as the restaurant and most of the on site accommodation are well lit, in very good condition and fully adapted for handicapped people.
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Kjesäter, main building and map of the park and buildings available. On the map the palace/main building is indicated 1 and can take at least 250 people playing, plus a café and common rooms. Playing can also be arranged in the “stables” (8) and in the sports hall (7). There are beds for 118 people in buildings 4,5 and 10 + Camping and floor accommodation.

Location and transport.

Kjesäter is situated in the community of Vingåker, 120 km south west of Stockholm. Vingåker village is at about 2.5 km from Kjesäter and has shops, a few restaurants and other basic facilities. A larger town, Katrineholm, is situated at 23 km from Kjesäter. Public buses connect Vingåker, Kjesäter and Katrineholm every hour. The main railway between Stockholm and Göteborg passes Katrineholm. During the week there are 21 trains per day to Stockholm and the journey Katrineholm-Stockholm takes 50-70 minutes. From 2003, trains will also be stopping in Vingåker. Kjesäter is reached in 1.5 hours by car from Stockholm.

Accommodation.

On site at Kjesäter there are 118 beds in 2-6 bed rooms, all with access to kitchen, but with standards ranging from shower and toilet en suite to facilities shared by a few rooms. Prices: 15 - 22 euro / person and night. Indoor floor accommodation on site, about 50 people, with use of showers/toilets and kitchen, price: 3.5 euro /night and person. Camping on-site (use of at least showers/toilets), > 100 people possible, price: 1.6 euro / night and person. In the past a scout meeting with 800 participants, mostly camping on site, has been organised at Kjesäter. Fully equipped hotel standard double and single rooms at Båsenberga  ( www.basenberga.com ) conference centre 6 km from Kjesäter and in Vingåker, prices from 35 euro /person/night (in double room) to 56 euro /person/night (single room). Within 10 km there are plenty of 4-6 bed cottages and similar accommodation in the price range from 5.6 – 13 euro /night and person. There is a full range of hotels and pensions in Katrineholm at a distance of 23 km. In addition to public transport we reserve space in the preliminary congress budget  for buses daily and free of charge from/to Katrineholm and Båsenberga once in the morning and twice in the evening. 

Food

On site meals at Kjesäter, main cafeteria:

Breakfast: 4.3 euro, lunch:  5.4 euro, evening meal 6.5 euro, bottle of wine   6 euro,

0.5 l beer 2.1 euro.

Coffee, sandwiches and beverages will be sold additionally in one or more cafés on the premises. Better evening meals at Båsenberga (6 km) and 2-3 restaurants in Vingåker. There are several high standard restaurants further away in the area. 

Activities. 

We plan for economic bicycle rental on site at Kjesäter. Lake bathing possible within cycling distance. On site courses can be offered, e.g. on oil painting, ceramics works etc. Canoeing: Canadian canoes and kayaks can be rented at Kjesäter for use in the lake within walking distance. There are many locations in the area suitable for canoeing and where canoes can be rented; the surrounding area ( Södermanland) is generally appreciated for canoeing on the lake systems, as well as for hiking. Fishing: Fishing for pike and zander in nearby lake Tisnaren, crayfish in August, hire boats, rafts and fishing tackle, accommodation in tents or cottages. Sailing, fishing, canoeing, boat excursions and so on also on Hjälmaren, 4-th largest lake in Sweden, situated at a distance of 10 km. Golf: Vingåker Golf Club (Båsenberga, 6 km from Kjesäter), park and woodland course, 9 holes, green fee 20 euro/day; Katrineholm Golf Club, (25 km), undulating lakeside park and woodland, 27 holes. Tennis, Riding, Beaver safari, Hot-air ballooning. Båsenberga conference centre (6 km) can offer a wide range of activities and entertainment, ranging from sports activities and clay pigeon shooting to theatre activities.   

Tourist attractions in the area.

Stockholm is within reach. Säfstaholm castle at Vingåker, 17-th century palace with 19-th century apartments of Gustav Trolle-Bonde, arts maecenat, arts exhibitions and concerts. Julita gård with manor house and national agricultural museum (15 km) and gardens. Örebro town and castle (35 km). Eskilstuna zoological park, 17-century arms factories and arms museum. Sparreholm castle (35 km) with automobile museum. Mariefred town with Gripsholm 16-th c. castle and museum. Reijmyre glass factory. Kolmården safari park (60 km). Excursions to some of the tourist attractions will be organised.

Back up alternative.

As a second option we propose to organise the congress at one of the schools in central Stockholm. A few schools have declared that they would be willing to take the congress, sufficient accommodation can be found at reasonable distance with beds at prices ranging from 16 euro /person/night and upwards, plus indoor floor accommodation in sports hall or similar. The public transport in Stockholm is excellent.

Preliminary organising committee:

Jörgen Abrahamsson, Henric Bergsåker, Erik Ekholm, Gustav Fahl, Niklas Norrthon, Leif Pettersson, Stefan Rosengren, Martin Stiassny, Krister Strand.
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Location of Kjesäter, about 120 km from Stockholm. Nearby Katrineholm and Vingåker lie on the main Stockholm-Gothenburg railway, with 20 trains per day. The train journey to Stockholm takes 50-70 minutes.

